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No. 19] NEW DELHI, FRIDAY, MARCH 21, 1952 

MINISTRY OF LAW 

New Delhi, the 21#)t Marqh, 1952 

The following Acts cl Parliament received the assent of the President on the 
21st March, 1952 and are hereby published for general information 

THE INDIAN STANDARDS INSTITUTION (CERTIFICATION 

MARKS) ACT, 1952 

No. XXXVI of 1952 

[21.91 March, 1952. J 

An Act to provide for the standardisation and marking of goods. 

7U? it enacted by Parliament as follows: — 

1. Short title and extent. — (i) This Act may be called the Indian Standards 
Institution (Certification Marks) Act, 1952. 

(2) IL extends to the whole of India except the State of -Jammu and Kashmir. 

2. Definitions. — In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires, — 

(a) "article” means (as respects standardisation and marking) any sub- 
stance, artificial or natural, or partly artificial or partly natural, whether 
raw or partly or wholly processed or manufactured : 

(5) “covering” includes any stopper, cask, bottle, vessel, box, crate, 
cover, capsule, oase, frame, wrapper or other container; 

(a) “Indian Standard” means the standard (including any tentative or 
provisional standard) established and published by the Indian Standards 
institution, in relation to any article or process, indicative of the quality 
and specification of such article or process; 

(d) “Inspector” means an Inspector appointed under section b; 

(e) “Institution” means the Indian Standards Institution set. up under 
the Resolution of the Government of India in the late department of In- 
dustries and Supplies No. 1 Std. (4)/45, dated the *°>rcl day of September, 
1940, and registered under the Societies Registration Act, I860 (XXI of 
1800) ; 
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(/) “licence” means a licence grunted under this Ac t to use the Indian 
Stnmlurds Institution Certification Mark, in relution to any article or pro- 
cess which conforms to the Indian Standard; 

(i tj ) ‘'mark'’ includes a device, brand, heading, label, ticket, pictorial 
representation, name, signature, Word, jotter or numeral or any combina- 
tion thereof; 

(h) “prescribed” means prescribed by rules or regulations made under 
this Act; 

(i) “process” includes any practice, treatment and mode of manufacture 
of any article, 

(;') "registering authority” means any authority competent under any 
law for the time being in force to register any company, firm or other body 
of persons, or any trade mark or design, or to grant a patent; 

(k) “specification” means a description of an article or process as far 
as practicable by reference to its nature, quality, strength, purity, compo- 
sition, quantity, dimensions, weight, grade, durability, origin, ago, 
material, mode of manufacture or other characteristics t-o distinguish it from 
any other article or process; 

(l) “Standard Mark” means the Indian Standards Institution Certifi- 
cation Mark specified by the Indian Standards Institution to represent a 
particular Indlau Standard; 

(to) “trade mark" means a murk used «r proposed to be used in re- 
lation to goods for the purpose of indicating, or so aB to indicate, a con- 
nection in the course of trade between the goods and Rome person having the 
right, either as proprietor or as registered user, to use the mark, wliether 
with or without any indication of the identity of that person; 

(n) an article is said to be marked with a Standard Mark if the article 
itself is marked with a Standard Mark or any oovering containing, or label 
attached to, such article is so marked. 

3. Powbrs and duties ol the Institution.— The Institution may exercise such 
powers and perform such duties as may be assigned to it by or under this Act, 
and, in particular, such powers include power to — 

(а) establish and publish, in such manner as may be prescribed, the 
Indian Standard in relation to any article or process; 

(б) speoify a Standard Mark to be called the Indian Standards Institu- 
tion Certification Mark, which shall be of suoh design and contain such 
particulars as may be prescribed to represent a particular Indian Standard; 

(c) grant, renew, suspend or cancel, in such inannor as may be pres- 
cribed, a licence for tho use of the Standard Mark; 

( d ) levy such fcos for tho grant or renewal of any lioence as may be 
prescribed ; 

(e) make such inspection and tRke suoh snmplas of any material or 
substance as may necessary to see whether any article or process 'in rela- 
tion to which the Standard Mark has been used conforms to the Indian 
Standard or whether the Standard Mark has been improperly used in relation 
to any article or process with or without licence; 

(/) do such other acts as may be prescribed. 
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4. Authentication of orders and other instruments of the Institution All 

orders and decisions of, and all other instruments issued by, the Institution 
shall be authenticated by the signaluro of such officer or officers as may be 
authorised by the Institution in this behalf. 

5. Prohibition of Improper use of Standard Mark ( 1 ) No person shall use, 

m relation to any article or process, or in the title of any patent, or in any trade 
mark or design the Standard Mark or any colourable imitation thereof, except 
under a licence granted under this Act. 

(2) No person shall, notwithstanding that he has been granted a licence, use 
in relation to any article or process the Standard Mark or any colourable imitation 
thereof unless such article or process conforms to the Indian Standard. 

6. Prohibition of uae of certain names, etc.— No person shall, except in such 
cases and under such conditions as may be proscribed, use without the previous 
permission of the Institution, — 

(a) any name which so nearly resembles the namo of the Indian 
Standards Institution as to deceivo or likely to deceive the public or which 
contains the expression “Indian Standard’’ or any abbreviation ■ thereof ; 
or 


( b ) any mark or trade mark in relation to any article or process contain- 
ing the expressions "Indian Standard’’ or “Indian Standard specification’’ 
or any abbreviation of such expressions. 

7. Prohibition of registration in certain cases. — (I) Notwithstanding anything 
contained in any law tor the time being in force, no registering authority shall— 

(a) register any company, firm or oilier body of persons which boars any 
name, or 

( b ) register a trade mark or design which boars any name or mark, or 

(c) grant a patent, in respect of an invention, which bears a title 
containing any name or mark, 

if the use of such name or mark is in contravention of seotion 6 or section (3. 

(;?) If any question arises before a registering authority whether the use of 
any name or mark is in contravention of suction 5 or section G, the registering 
authority may refer the question to the Central Government, whose decision 
thereon shall be final. 

8. Inspectors. — (1) The Institution may appoint as many Inspectors as may 
bo necessary for the purpose of inspecting whether any article or process 
in relation to which the Standard Mark has been used conforms to the Indian 
Standard or whether the Standard Mark has been improperly used in relation 
to any article or process with or without licence, and for the purpose of per- 
forming such other functions as may bo assigned to them. 

(2) Subject to any rules made under this Act, an Inspector shall have 
power to — 

(a) Inspect any operation earriod on in connection with any article or 
process in relation to w'hieh the Standard Mark has been used;, 1 

. (b) t ake samples of any artiole, or of any material or substance used 
in any article or process, in relation to which the Standard Mark has been 
used ; 

(c) exercise such other powers as may bo proscribed. 
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(3) Every Inspector shall bo furnished by the Institution with a certificate 
of appointment as an Inspector, and the certificate shall, on demand, he 
produced by the Inspector. 

9. Power to obtain information, etc. — Every licensee shall supply the 

Institution with sueli inlormat.iou, and with such samples of any material or 
substance used iu relation do any article or process, as the institution may 
require. 

10. Power to authorise the competent authority. — (2) The Central Govern- 
ment may, in consultation with tho Institution, by notification m the Official 
Gazette, direct that any power exercisable by the Institution by or under this 
Act shall, in relation to such matters and subject to such conditions as may 
be specified in tho direction, be cxercisablo also by such authority or such 
organisation as may be specifiod in the notification (hereinafter rolerred to ns 
the ‘competent authority’). 

(#) l f, or avoidance of doubts, it is hereby declared that the Central Govern- 
ment may, by a like notification, withdraw the powers delegated to a compe- 
tent authority under sub-section (2). 

11. Appeals.— (2) Any person aggrieved by an order passed under clause 

(o) of section 8, whether by the Institution or by a competent authority, may 
prefer an appeal to the Central Government. 

(?) The appeal shall be presented in Buch form and manner and within 
such time as may be prescribed. 

(3) Tho Central Government shall, in dealing with appeals under this 
section, follow such procedure as may be prescribed. 

12. Certain matters to be kept confidential — Any information obtained 
by an Inspector, competent authority, or the Institution from any statement 
made or information supplied or in any evidence given or from inspection made 
under the provisions of this Act shall be treated as confidential : 

Provided that nothing in this section shall apply to the disclosure of any 
Information for the purpose of prosecution under this Act. 

13. Penalty lor improper use ol Standard Marks, etc,— (2; Any person 
who contravenes the provisions oE section 5 or section 6 si, all be punishable 
with fine which may extend to ten thousand rupees. 

(8) Any court trying a contravention under sub-section (2) may direct that 
any property in respect of which the contravention has take a place shall bo 
forfeited to the Government. 

14. Penalty for other offences. — Whoever contravenes any of the provisions 
of this Act or of any rules made thereunder shall, if no other penalty is else- 
where provided by or under this Act for such contravention , be punishable with 
fine which may extend to one thousand rupees. 

16. Cognizance of offences by courts. — -(2) No court shall take cognizance 
of any offence punishable under this Act, save on complaint made by or under 
tho authority of the Government or the Institution or by an offioer empowered in 
this behalf by the Government or the Institution. 

(?) No court inferior to that of a presidency magistrate or a magistrate of 
the first clasH specially empowered in this behalf shall try any ofience punish- 
able under this Act. 

16. Protection of action taken under this Act. — No suit, prosecution or other 
legal proceeding shall lie against the Central Government or the Institution or 
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any person acting under the authority of the Central Government or the 
Institution for anything which is in good faith done or intended to be done in 
pursuance of this Act or of any rule or regulation made thereunder. 

17. Act not to aflect the operation of certain Acts. — Nothing in this Act 
shall affect the operation of the Agricultural Produce (Grading and Marking) 
Act, 1987 (I of 1937) or the Drugs Act, 1940 (XXIII of 1940). 

18. Savings. — Nothing in this Act shall exempt any person from any Buit 
or other proceeding which might, apart from this Act, be brought against him. 

19. Directions by the Central Government, — ( 1 ) The Central Government 
may, if satisfied than the public interest so requires, by order in writing for 
reasons to be stated therein, givo to the Institution general instructions to bo 
followed by the Institution and such instructions may, notwithstanding any- 
thing contained in the Societies Eegistration Act, 1860 (XXI of 1860), include 
directions to make or amend any bye-law relating to the composition of the 
Governing Body or other Committees of the Institution and its powers and 
funotions in such form and within such period as may be specified in the order. 

(3) Jn the exorcise of its powers and performance of its dutios, the Institution 
shall not depart from any general instructions issued under sub-section (J). 

Explanation . — In this section, the expression “bye-law” includes all rules, 

■ or regulations (by whatover name oallod) which the Institution is competent 
to make in the exerciso of the powers oonfprred on it under the Societies 
Jlcgistration Act, 1860. 

20. Power to make rules. — (Z) The Central Government may, subject to the 
condition of previous publication, by notification in the Official Gazette, make 
rules to oarry out the purposes of this Act. 

(2) In particular, and without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing 
power, suoh rules may provide for all or any of the following matters, namely: — 

(a) the jii'ocedure and manner in which the Indian Standard, in rela- 
tion to aiiyjirtiola or process, may bo established and published; 

(b) the design of the Standard Mark in relation to each Indian Standard 
and the particulars which a Standard Mark may contain; 

(a) authorisation of competent authority under section 10; 

( d ) the manner in which, and the conditions subject to which, a liconca 
to use the Standard Mark may be grunted, renewed, suspended or cancelled ; 

(e) the levy of fees for the grant or renewal of any licence: 

(/) the mode of inRpoction by the Institution and the manner in which 

samples may be taken by if ; 

(<j) the powers ami functions of the Institution; 

(h) tha cases in which, arid the circumstances under which, exemption 
may be granted from the prohibition contained iu section 6; 

(i) the powers of Inspectors; 

(/) the form and manner in which and the time within which appeals 
may be preferred; the procedure to be followed in hearing appeals; 

(1;) the forms to be used under this Act; 

(?) any other matter which has to he, or may he, prescribed under 
this Act. 



m 1 Of itfDlA «OfiDWAfix' [Pm U 

(3) In making any rule under this section, the Central Government may 
provide that a breach thereof shall be punishable with fine whioh may extend 
lu one thousand rupoosi. 

21. Power to make regulations. — (i) The Institution may, with the previous 
approval of the Central Government, by notification in the Official Gazette, 
make regulations, not inconsistent with this Act and the rules made thereunder, 
to carry out the purposes of this Act. 

(if) In particular, and without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing 
power, such regulations may provide for all or any of the matters specified in 
clauses (a), (b) and (/) of sub-section (3) of section 20. * 

THE CINEMATOGRAPH ACT, 1952 
No. XXXVII op 1952 

[21ftt March, 1052. J 

An Act to make provision for the certification oi cinematograph 
films for exhibition and for regulating exhibitions by means 
of cinematographs. 

Be it enacted by Parliament as follows: — 

PAKT 1 

Peeliminaby 

1. Short title, extent and commencement. — (I) ThiB Act may bo called 
the Oinomatograpk Act, 1952. 

(3) Parts 1, II and IV extend to the whole of India except the S.tate of 
Jammu and Kashmir and Part III extends to Part C States only. 

(3) This Act shall come into force on such date as the Central Government 
may, by notification in the Official Gazette, oppoint, 

2. Definitions.— In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires, — 

(a) “adult” means a person who has completed his eighteenth year; 

(b) “Board” means the Board of Film Censors constituted by the 
Central Government under section 3; 

(o) “cinematograph” includes any apparatus for the representation of 
moving piotures or series of pictures ; 

(d) “district magistrate”, in relation to a presidency-town, means the 
commissioner of police; 

(t) “placo” includes a house, building, ten* and any description ot 
transport, whether by sea, land or air; 

(/) “proscribed” means prescribed by rules made under this Act, 

PAKT 11 

(Jeetifioation of Films fob Public Exhibition 

3. Board Of Film Censors. — .The Central Government may, by notification 
in the Official Gazette, constitute a Board cf Film Censors, consisting of such 
number of persons as *may be prescribed, for the purpose of examining and 
certifying films as suitablo for unrestricted public exhibition or for public ex- 
hibition restricted to udults and prescribed the manner in which the Board shall 
exercise tho powers conferred on it by this Act. 
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4. Certification of films. — (1) If the Board, after examination, considers that a 

film is suitable for unrestricted public exhibition or that, although not suitable 
for such exhibition it is suitable for public exhibition restricted to adults, it shall 
grant to the jiorson applying for a certificate in respect of the film a "U" certifi- 
cate in the former case and an “A” certificate in the latter oaso, and shall, in 
either ease, cause the film to be so marked in the proscribed manner, and any 
such certificate shall, save sis hereinafter provided, be valid throughout India. 

(If) If the Board is of opinion that a film is neither suitable for unrestricted 
public exhibition nor for public exhibition restricted to adults, it shall inform 
the person applying for the certificate of its decision. 

6. Appeals.— (2) Any person applying for a certificate, who is aggrieved by 
the decision of the Bqard — 

(a) refusing to grant a certificate, or 

( b ) granting only an “A’ 1 certificate, 

may, within thirty days from the date of such decision, appeal to the f'eritral 
Government, and the Central Government may, after such inquiry into the 
rnattor as it considers necessary, pass such orders (hereon us it thinks fit. 

(2) If the Central Government rejects nn appeal on the ground that a film 
is neither suitable for unrestricted public exhibition nor for public exhibition 
restricted to adults, it shall, by notification in the Official Gazette, direct that 
the film shall bo deemed to bo an uncertified film in the whole of Indio. 

(X) For the purpose of disposing of any appeal undor this section, the Cen- 
tral Government may demand the exhibition of any film before any authority 
specified in this behalf and call for the report of such authority thereon. 

(4) Nothing in this section shall prevent the Central Government from call- 
ing at any time for tho record of any proceeding of the Board relating to the 
refusal to grant, or the grant of, any certificate and in which no appeal has 
been preferred and to make such ordor in the case as to tho Central Govern- 
ment may seem fit. 

6. Power ol Central Government to modify orders under section 4 or section 

5, — Notwithstanding anything contained in this Part, the Central Government 
may, of its own motion by notification in the Official Gazette, direct that — 

(a) a certified film shall bo deemed to be an uncertified film in the 
whole or any part of India, or 

(I) a filir\ in respect of which a “U M certificate has been granted, shall 
be deemed to be a film in respect of which an “A” certificate has been 
granted : 

Provided that before notification of such direction tho person to Hiom the 
certificate was issued shall be given a fortnight’s notice to show cause as to 
why such a direction be not notified. 

7. Penalties for contraventions of this Part.. — (I) If any person oxhihits< or 
permits to be exhibited in any place, — 

(a) any film other than u film which has been certified by fhe'Board 
as suitable for unrestricted public exhibition or for publics exhibition res- 
tricted to adults and which when exhibited displays the prescribed mark 
of the Board and has not been altered or tampered with in any way since 
such mark was affixed thereto, or 

(b) anv film, which has been, certified by the’ Board as suitable for 
public exhibition restricted to adults, to any person who is not an adult. 

he shall be punishable with fine which may extend to one thousand rupees, and 
in tho case of a continuing offence with a further fine which may extend to one 
hundred rupees for each day during which the offeiioe continues. 
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(2) If any person is convicted of an ofEence punishable under this section 
committed by him in respect of any film, the convicting court may further 
direct that the film shall bo forfeited to the Government. 

(3) The exhibition of a film, in respect of which an “A” certificate has been 
granted, to children below tho age of three years accompanying their parents 
or guardians .shall not be deemed to be an offence within the meaning of this 
section. 

8. power to make rules. — (I) The Central Government may, by notification 
in the Official Gazette, make rules for the purpose of carrying into effect the 
provisions of this Part. 

(2) In particular, and wilhout prejudice to the generality of the foregoing- 
power, rules made under this section may provide for — 

(a) the number of persons who may constitute the Board and the 
manner in which tho Hoard may exercise its powersi, including the delega- 
tion of any of the powers of the Board to such person or persons as the 
Board may nominate in that behalf; 

( h ) the procedure of the Board for examining and certifying films as 
suitable for public exhibition and ah matters ancillary thereto and the fees 
that may be levied hv the Board ; 

(e) the appointment of officers subordinate to the Board and the re- 
gulation of the terms and conditions of service and the powers and duties 
of such officers ; 

(d) the conditions (including conditions relating to the length of films 
in general or any class of films, in particular) subject to which any certifi- 
cate may be granted, or the circumstances in which any certificate shall 
be refused; 

(e) the manner in which an appeal undor this Part may be preferred*; 

(/) any other matter which by this Act is to be prescribed. 

(3) All rules made by the Central Government under this Part shall bo laid 
before Parliament as Roon as may be after they are made. 

9. Power to exempt.— -The Central Government may, by order in writing 
exempt, subject to such conditions and restrictions, if any, as it may impose, 
the exhibition of any film or class of films from any of the provisions of this 
Part or of any rules made thereunder, 

PART m 

Regulation op Exhibitions by means of Cinematographs 

10. Cinematograph exhibitions to be licensed. — Save rb otherwise provided 
in this Part-, no person shall give an exhibition by means of a cinematograph 
elsewhere than in a plaoe licensed under this Part or otherwise than in com- 
pliance with any conditions and restrictions imposed by such liocnoe. 

11. Licensing authority. — The authority having power to grant licences 
under this Part (hereinafter referred to as the licensing authority) shall he the 
district magistrate : 

Provided that the State Government may, by notification in the Official 
Gazette, constitute, for the whole or any part of a Part 0 State, such other 
authority as it may specify in the notification to be the licensing authority for 
the purposes of this Part. 
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12. Restrictions on powers ol licensing authority {!) The licensing autho- 

rity shall not grant a licence under this Part, unless it is satisfied that — 

(a) the rules made under this Part have been substantially complied 
with, und 

(b) adequate precautions have been taken in the place, in respect of 
which the licence is to be given, to provide for the safety of persons atten- 
ding exhibitions therein. 

(2) Subject to the foregoing provisions of this section and to the control 
of the State Government, the licensing authority may grant licences under 
this Part to such persons as that authority thinks fit and on suoh terms and 
conditions and subject to such restrictions as it may determine. 

(3) Any person aggrieved by the decision of a licensing authority re- 
fusing to grant a lioonce under this Part may, within suoh time as may be 
prescribed, appeal to the State Government or to such officer as the State 
Government may specify in this behalf and the State Government or the 
office?-, as the case may be, may make suoh order in the orb 6 as it or he thinks 
fit 


(4) The Central Government may, from time to time, issue directions to 
licensees generally or to any licensee in particular for the purpose of regulating 
the exhibition of any film or class of films, so that scientific films, films intend- 
ed for educational purposes, fi'ms dealing with news and current events, do- 
cumentary films or indigenous films secure an adequate opportunity of being 
exhibited, and where any such directions have been issued those directions 
shall be deemed to be additional conditions and restrictions subject to which 
the licence lias been granted. 

13. Power of Central Government or local authority to suspend exhibition of 
fllma in certain cases. — (1) The Lieutenant-Governor or, as the case may be, 
the Chief Commissioner, in respect of the wholo Part C State or any part there- 
of, and the district magistrate in respect of the district within his jurisdiction, 
may, if he is of opinion that any film which is being publicly exhibited is likt-ly 
to cause a breach of the peace, by order, suspend the exhibition of the film 
and during such suspension the film shall be deemed to be an uncertified film 
in the State, part or district, as the case may be, 

(2) Where an order under sub-section (1) has been issued by the Chief Com- 
missioner or a district magistrate, as the case may be, a copy thereof, together 
with a statement of reasons therefor, shall forthwith be forwarded by the per- 
son making the same to the Central Government, and the Central Government 
may either confirm or discharge the order. 

(3) An order made under this section shall remain in force for a period of 
two months from the date thereof, but the. Central Government may, if it is 
of opinion that the order should continue in force, direct that the period of 
suspension shall be extended by such further period as it thinks fit. 

14. Penalties fer contravention of this Part.— If the owner or person in 
oharge of a cinematograph uses the same or allows it to be used, or if the 
owner or occupier of any place permits that place to be used in contravention 
of the provisions of this Part or of the rules made thereunder, or of the condi- 
tions and restrictions upon or subject to which any Ijcence has been granted 
under this Part, he shall be punishable with fine which may extend to one 
thousand rupees and, in the case of a continuing offence, with a further fine 
which may extend to one hundred rupees for each day during which the offence 
continues. 
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15. Power to revoke licence. — Where the holder of a licence has been con- 
victed of an offence under section 7 or section 14, the licence may be revolted 
by the licensing authority. 

16. Power to make rules. — The Central Government may, by notification 
In the Official Gazette, make rules — 

(a) prescribing the terms, conditions and restrictions, if any, subject 

to which licences may be granted under this Part; 

(b) providing for the regulation of cinematograph exhibitions for 
securing the public safety; 

(c) prescribing the time within which and the conditions subject to 
which an appeal under sub-section (5) of section 12 may be preferred. 

17. Powar to exempt. — The Central Government may, by order in writing 
exempt, subject to such conditions and restrictions as it may impose, any 
cinematograph exhibition or class of cinematograph exhibitions from any of the 
provisions of this Part or of any rules made thereunder. 

PART IV 

Repeal 

18. Repeal. — The Cinematograph Act, 1918 (II of 1918), is hereby repealed: 

Provided that in relation to Part A States and Part B States the repeal shall 
have effeot only in so far as the said Act relates to the sanctioning of cinemato- 
graph films for exhibition. 


K. V. K. BUND ARAM, 

Secretary, 
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